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Global Forum for Food and
Agriculture (GFFA)
The GFFA is an international conference that focuses on
crucial questions concerning the future of the global agri-food
industry. This year, the GFFA will be held for the twelfth time
during the International Green Week in Berlin. The conference gives representatives from the worlds of politics, business
and civil society an opportunity to share ideas and enhance
political understanding on topics of current agricultural policy
within the context of food security.
The Forum will be organised and hosted by the Federal
Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL) in cooperation with
the Berlin Senate, Messe Berlin GmbH and the GFFA Berlin e.V.
The many different events organised under the umbrella of the
GFFA 2020 are intended to provide fresh impetus to the debate
and look at trade for global food security from all angles.

Participants at the Berlin Agriculture Ministers‘ Conference 2019
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Programme Outline
Thursday, 16 January 2020
12:30 pm – 5:30 pm

Innovation Market
CityCube Berlin, Levels 1–2

Page 17

1:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Partnering
(prior registration required)
CityCube Berlin, All Levels

Page 18

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm

Kick-off Event
CityCube Berlin, Hall A1, Level 1

Page 9

4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

Expert Panels
CityCube Berlin, M-Rooms (Level 3),
Hall A1 (Level 1)

Page 11

4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

FAO Side Event Digital Council
CityCube Berlin, Room M4–M5, Level 3

Page 10

Friday, 17 January 2020
9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Innovation Market
CityCube Berlin, Levels 1–2

Page 17

9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Partnering
(prior registration required)
CityCube Berlin, All Levels

Page 18

9:30 am – 11:00 am

Expert Panels
CityCube Berlin, M-Rooms (Level 3), Hall
A1 (Level 1)

Page 12

11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Expert Panels
CityCube Berlin, M-Rooms, Level 3

Page 13

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm

High Level Panel of the WTO & FAO
CityCube Berlin, Hall A1, Level 1

Page 14

2:00 pm – 3:15 pm

“Think Aloud!” – GFFA Science Slam
IGW, BMEL-Hall 23a

Page 16

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm

High Level Panel of the European
Commission
CityCube Berlin, Hall A1, Level 1

Page 15
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Preface

Dear GFFA participants,

One of the most important challenges for our global community remains the battle against hunger: worldwide, over
820 million people are still starving and about 2 billion are
malnourished. And the world population continues to grow:
the United Nations estimates that it will have increased to
approximately 10 billion people by 2050, while at the same
time natural resources are becoming scarce - with climate
change as a major driver.
For me, it is clear that if we want everyone to have an adequate
supply of food, we will have to work together even more
closely than before. The GFFA, the Global Forum for Food
and Agriculture, offers an ideal platform for this. From 16 to
18 January 2020, around 2,000 global experts from politics,
industry, science and civil society will meet in Berlin for the
twelfth time to discuss global key issues and to jointly develop
solutions.
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This year, the GFFA will discuss how we need to shape international trade in order for it to provide secure, diverse and
sustainable food and nutrition for everyone. International agricultural trade offers great opportunities in the battle against
hunger: it can supply consumers around the world with highquality food at reasonable prices and thus help strike a balance
between regions with different food resources.
In order for all countries to benefit from international free
trade – while giving greater consideration to the finite nature
of our resources, the stewardship of our climate and the
conservation of our environment – we need functioning, open
and transparent markets. And we need common rules of the
game. It is therefore our task to set this framework.
Let me cordially invite you to visit the various events at the
12th Global Forum for Food and Agriculture 2020 and
encourage you to actively participate in the discussions. Join
us in shaping the future of international trade – to ensure food
for all!

Julia Klöckner
Federal Minister of Food and Agriculture
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Preface GFFA Berlin e.V.
“Food for all!” is the leitmotif for all sectors involved in the
production and processing of food. From the point of view of
the German agri-food industry, trade is key to food security
and sustainable nutrition. We are therefore delighted that the
Global Forum for Food and Agriculture (GFFA) has selected
this topic as this year’s theme.
Current food systems must adapt to changing global megatrends; climate change, protectionism and economic uncertainty are overturning realities in the food value chains. In
addition to this, the environmental footprint caused by food
is becoming increasingly important. At the same time, global
consumers are demanding a constantly growing 24/7 supply
of high-quality, low-price food that meets special standards.
The German agri-food industry can provide important
impetus for forward-looking global food production: entrepreneurial family farms, sustainable production growth, diversification of production processes up to and including organic
farming, medium-sized or cooperative food processing businesses, a huge variety of products in supermarkets, at the farm,
at farmers’ markets or on the internet.
These proven structures are flexible enough to adapt to
global trends and face regional challenges. Rules-based but
open markets are the essential requirements for the success
of the German model. However, protectionism, unrestricted
free trade and the undermining of our standards and rules
endanger this path. This year’s GFFA should therefore help to
formulate recommendations on national and multilateral
policies that are needed to maintain or establish robust,
sustainable and affordable food systems.
We wish all participants at the GFFA 2020 exciting debates.
We are looking forward to your views and ideas.
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The German agri-food industry has joined forces to establish
the GFFA Berlin e. V. association. Its aim is to discuss current
issues and future challenges relating to agricultural and food
policy with politicians, scientists and civil society in order to
elaborate common approaches and solutions.
Founding members of GFFA Berlin e. V.:
→
→
→
→

the Federation of German Food and Drink Industries (BVE)
the German Farmers’ Association (DBV)
the German Agricultural Society (DLG)
the Committee on Eastern European Economic Relations in
the German Eastern Business Association (OAOEV)
→ and the German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ)

Dr Wolfgang Ingold,
BVE Chairman

Hubertus Paetow,
DLG President

Joachim Rukwied,
DBV President

Torsten Spill,
Chairman
of the Working Group on
Agriculture in OAEOV

Tanja Gönner,
GIZ Board Spokeswoman
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Welcoming address
by the Berlin Senate

Dear Readers,
Berlin has set itself the goal of providing all people in our city
with healthy, diverse und sustainable food. This includes the
aim of offering in future as many organic and regional foods
as possible in schools, hospitals, public authorities and prisons.
Regional supply chains are a key factor in food production
for shortening routes, ensuring freshness and conserving
resources. Short routes from farm to fork also means more
safety, because knowing the producers provides transparency
about the origin of the food. And shorter routes and storage
times also mean less spoilage.
The scheme that is currently being tested in Berlin and other
cities is intended to ensure healthy and sustainable food for all.
It also aims to help protect the environment and reduce food
waste.
The establishment of regional supply chains is a crucial
building block for providing more sustainability and food
sovereignty. At the same time, it is impossible to imagine our
globalised world without international agricultural trade.
However, trade must be based on fair trade relations as well as
fair and honest prices.
I am therefore very much looking forward to discussing the
topic of this year’s Global Forum for Food and Agriculture here
in Berlin and hope that you will be inspired by the city’s wealth
of ideas and joie de vivre.
Kind regards,
Dr. Dirk Behrendt
Senator for Justice, Consumer Protection and Anti-Discrimination in Berlin
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Kick-off Event
Thursday, 16 January 2020
Food for all! Trade for Secure, Diverse and Sustainable
Nutrition.
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm CityCube Berlin, Hall A1, Level 1 de/en/fr/pt
The kick-off event marks the official start of the GFFA events
that will take place from 16 to 18 January 2020. It will introduce
this year’s subject of “Food for all! Trade for Secure, Diverse
and Sustainable Nutrition.” and highlight the manifold facets it
entails.
Welcoming
addresses

Uwe Feiler
Parliamentary State Secretary to the Federal
Minister of Food and Agriculture
Margit Gottstein
State Secretary for Consumer Protection and
Anti-Discrimination in the Senate for Justice,
Consumer Protection and Anti-Discrimination in Berlin

Panel

Tereza Cristina Corrêa da Costa Dias
Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and Supply
of the Federative Republic of Brazil
Jan Bock
Head of Purchasing at Lidl Germany
Joachim von Braun
Director at the Center for Development 		
Research of the University of Bonn (ZEF),
President of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences
and Vice-President of the Welthungerhilfe
Ertharin Cousin
Distinguished Fellow at The Chicago Council
on Global Affairs, Visiting Scholar at Stanford
University and former Executive Director of
the UN World Food Programme (WFP)

Facilitator

Conny Czymoch
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FAO Side Event Digital Council
Thursday, 16 January 2020
Towards the Establishment of an International Digital
Council for Food and Agriculture
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm CityCube, Room M4-M5, Level 3

en

In the framework of the Global Forum for Food and Agriculture
(GFFA) FAO is organising a side event to discuss and further
develop the main results of the GFFA 2019 “Agriculture Goes
Digital - Smart Solutions for Future Farming.”
In the communiqué of the GFFA 2019, FAO was asked by the
ministers of agriculture from 74 nations to work out a concept
note for considering the establishment of an International
Digital Council for Food and Agriculture, in cooperation with
international organisations. This Digital Council should advise
governments and other relevant actors on digital solutions in
the food and agriculture sectors, promote the exchange of ideas
and experiences, and thus help make opportunities of digitalisation more accessible to all.
At the event the concept note, developed through an open and
inclusive consultation with multiple stakeholders and organisations, will be presented and discussed. Opportunities and risks
of digitalisation, approaches to action, possible roles and functions of the Digital Council will be highlighted.
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Expert Panels
Thursday, 16 January 2020 (4:00 pm – 5:30 pm)
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm		

Hall A1

Globalisation in Transition: Trade in Times of Climate Change,
New Protectionism and Economic Uncertainty
Organiser: GFFA Berlin e.V.
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm		

Room M1

Food waste reloaded for inclusive agri-trade supply chains
Organiser: United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE)
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm		

Room M2–M3

Strengthening the contributions of domestic and
international markets to food security and nutrition
Organiser: Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and
Development (OECD)
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm		

Room M6-M7

Soy from Brazil, chicken scraps to Africa - which rules on
sustainability and protection do multilateral and bilateral
trade agreements with developing countries need?
Organiser: Bread for the World, German Forum on Environment
and Development
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm		

Room M8

Trade agreements for food security and sustainable
development
Organiser: Swiss Federal Office for Agriculture FOAG
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Expert Panels
Friday, 17 January 2020 (9:30 am – 11:00 am)
9:30 am – 11:00 am		

Hall A1

Free and Fair Agricultural Trade in and with Africa: The Role
of the AfCFTA for Food Security
Organiser: German-African Business Association, German
Agribusiness Alliance, Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development, World Bank Group
9:30 am – 11:00 am		

Room M1

Latin America - Food Security and Sustainability – Latin
America’s contribution to food security and ways to improve
sustainability
Organiser: Business Association for Latin America (LAV), ApexBrasil
9:30 am – 11:00 am		

Room M2–M3

Addressing food security successfully in global supply chains:
The Food Security Standard
Organiser: Welthungerhilfe, WWF Germany, Center for
Development Research of the University of Bonn (ZEF)
9:30 am – 11:00 am		

Room M4–M5

Tropical agriculture: Innovation for inclusive, sustainable
and safe value chains
Organiser: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO)
9:30 am – 11:00 am		

Room M6-M7

Contribution of cooperatives to fair value creation in
international trade
Organiser: Deutscher Raiffeisenverband e.V. (DRV), Deutscher
Genossenschafts- und Raiffeisenverband e.V. (DRGV)
9:30 am – 11:00 am		

Room M8

Trading safely: protecting health, promoting development
Organiser: Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF)
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Expert Panels
Friday, 17 January 2020 (11:30 am – 1:00 pm)
11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Room M1

Decent Work in Agricultural Value Chains – Precondition for
Sustainability and Development
Organizer: Catholic Movement of the Rural People,
International Rural Development Service, German Commission
Justitia et Pax
11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Room M2–M3

Ambition and Reality: Solutions for a Fair, Inclusive, Safe and
Sustainable Soy Supply Chain
Organiser: Economic Committee on Foreign-Trade Issues at the
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Grain Club
11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Room M4–M5

Women’s empowerment in international trade – An
agricultural perspective
Organiser: Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL)
11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Room M6–M7

Digital Acceleration of Agriculture and Food Transformation
Organiser: World Bank Group, Organisation for Economic
Co-Operation and Development (OECD)
11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Room M8

Trading, delivering trust: Quality and transparency in
international agricultural trade with Eastern Europe and Asia
Organiser: German Agribusiness Alliance, Leibnitz Institute of
Agricultural Development in Transition Economies (IAMO),
German Eastern Business Association
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High Level Panel of the 		
WTO & FAO
Friday, 17 January 2020

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm CityCube Berlin, Hall A1, Level 1 de/en/es/fr/pt
Harnessing trade for achieving SDG 2
Organiser: World Trade Organization (WTO) and Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
The aim of the panel is to discuss how international trade
can help to contribute to achieving SDG 2. Strengthening the
existing regulatory framework for agricultural trade is essential to ensuring the availability of and access to nutritious foods
now and in the future.
Multilateral trade rules provide a framework for predictability,
transparency and cooperation, in order to limit distortions,
and minimize unnecessary trade barriers. However, while the
current multilateral trade rules provide significant policy space
to promote sustainable agricultural production and trade,
further reducing unnecessary trade barriers and production
and trade distortive measures are essential to improving food
and nutrition security.
Achieving this objective will require a collective effort at the
multilateral level as well as upgrading national capacities
to deal effectively with trade integration, especially in areas
like SPS and TBT. Progress to reduce subsidies that distort
production and trade, tariffs and non-tariff barriers has
proven difficult and the prospects for faster liberalisation
remain uncertain. There are, however, new opportunities for
producing sufficient nutritious food in a sustainable manner
and facilitating trade within the current framework of global
trade rules. Technology holds the key to realising this potential.
The panel will have the format of a fishbowl discussion led by
selected agriculture ministers and experts.
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High Level Panel of the European
Commission
Friday, 17 January 2020
European
Commission

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm CityCube Berlin, Hall A1, Level 1 de/en/pl/fr
The Development Potential of Agri-Food Trade: A win-win
Opportunity for Africa, EU and the World
Organiser: European Commission
The aim of the high level panel is to discuss the importance of
international agricultural trade and an integrated trade system
for global food security in order to achieve major relevance in
the light of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) of the
United Nations, in particular SDG 2 – end hunger, achieve food
security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture – and SDG 12 – ensure sustainable consumption and
production patterns.
The food trade balance has worsened in most African countries over the last decades (FAO) and in particular basic food
commodities such as cereals, dairy products, edible oils and
fats as well as meat products are increasingly imported. With
the African Union Malabo Declaration from June 2014, African
countries committed to triple intra African trade by 2025. The
African Free Trade Area is an ambitious project of the African
Union. If achieved, this may help to improve food security and
contribute to the achievement of SDG 2 in Africa.
The focus of this panel will be on:
→ agri-food trade with African countries,
→ the importance trade has for agricultural development,
→ the role of food security within African countries.
The exchange will have the format of a town-hall-debate led
by selected agriculture ministers and experts. Questions and
comments will be taken from the floor.
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Think Aloud! – GFFA Science Slam
Friday, 17 January 2020
2:00 pm – 3:15 pm

IGW, BMEL-Hall 23a

de

Think Aloud! – GFFA Science Slam
For the second time, the Think Aloud! – GFFA Science Slam will
take place at the GFFA in the BMEL-Hall 23a during the International Green Week (IGW).
Four slam-presentations of no more than 10 minutes each will
address the topic of “International agriculture trade and the
role of the consumers” – preferably in German, optionally also
in English.
The audience in the BMEL-Hall 23a will be the jury and decide
who will receive the prize of best slammer. Not only the scientific content, but also the intelligibility and entertainment
quality are part of the rating.
Ferike Thom
Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute of Agricultural and Horticultural
Sciences of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
Subject: The EU as a self-sufficient entity?
Dr. Silke Steinmöller
Julius Kühn-Institute for National and International Plant Health
Subject: Unwanted free-riders of global trade
Theresa Hartmann
Department of Agricultural and Food Marketing, University of
Kassel-Witzenhausen
Subject: Human liberty is inviolable
Collins Asante-Addo
Johann Heinrich von Thünen-Institute of Market Analysis
Subject: Everybody likes chicken
Please note that the Science Slam will take place in Hall 23a on
the exhibition grounds of the International Green Week (IGW).
GFFA participants will receive a day ticket at the IGW box office
at a reduced admission price of 10 euros.
You can find directions to Hall 23a in the Hall Layout Plan on
page 21.
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Innovation Market
Thursday, 16 January 2020
Friday, 17 January 2020
Thursday, 12:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Friday, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm

CityCube Berlin, 		
Levels 1–2

Innovation Market
The GFFA Innovation Market is an exhibition format presenting practical examples and new solutions related to the main
GFFA topic. This year, the exhibition will focus on how international trade can contribute globally to food security and
sustainable development. About 30 start-ups, companies, associations and public authorities will present their innovations
and activities.
The innovation market provides a great opportunity to learn
about innovative approaches in the agri-food sector, to make
new contacts and to network.
You can find an overview of the exhibitors on page 23.
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Partnering
Thursday, 16 January 2020
Friday, 17 January 2020
Thursday, 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Friday, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm

CityCube Berlin, All Levels
(prior registration required)

Partnering

For the first time, the GFFA 2020 offers participants and exhibitors the opportunity to pre-schedule one-on-one partnering
meetings with each other by using the online partnering
system HelloPartnering.
Procedure		 Partnering is available to all GFFA participants
who have registered on the GFFA website for
the event and partnering tool before 15th January. The pre-arranged 20-minute one-on-one
meetings will take place at numbered tables in
the designated partnering areas and exhibition
stands in the CityCube (at all levels, see map on
page 22). An electronic-signal will indicate the
end of the partnering meeting.*
		 An overview of your scheduled one-on-one
Additional
meetings can be found under “Agenda” in the
Features
partnering system. In addition, there is the
possibility to exchange information with other
participants via the messaging function (“Messenger”) and to arrange meetings independently.
		 The Help Desk in the foyer on the entrance level
is there for your assistance.
Assistance
* Please note that only a limited number of partnering tables are available
and that it may not be possible to schedule all confirmed individual meetings.
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Berlin Agriculture Ministers’
Conference 2020
Saturday, 18 January 2020
9:00 am – 4:00 pm Federal Foreign Office
		(by personal invitation only)
Food for all! Trade for Secure, Diverse and Sustainable
Nutrition.
Organiser: Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL)
The non-public Berlin Agriculture Ministers’ Conference is the
political highlight of the GFFA. It is the world’s largest informal
meeting of agriculture ministers and it has established itself
as a key international event at the beginning of each year. The
12th Berlin Agriculture Ministers’ Conference will again bring
together political decision-makers from all continents to discuss
the key topic of GFFA 2020. A final communiqué of the summit
formulates the common position of the agriculture ministers
and is fed into international discussions on agricultural policy.

Federal Minister of Food and Agriculture Julia Klöckner hands over the Final
Communiqué of GFFA 2019 to Takamori Yoshikawa, Japan’s Minister of Agriculture, and Dr. José Graziano da Silva, Director-General of the FAO.
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Impressions

For further information please refer to:
www.gffa-berlin.de

21

Hall Layout Plan – Hall 23a
Hall 23a at the exhibition grounds of the International Green
Week (IGW) will present many aspects of the BMEL’s work.
Messegelände

The Think Aloud! – GFFA Science Slam will also take place in
Hall 23a.
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Please note that a valid ticket for the IGW is required for access
to Hall 23a. GFFA participants will receive a day ticket for 17
January 2020 at the IGW box office (e.g. in the connecting
passage to Hall 7) at the reduced admission price of 10 euros.
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Overview of Exhibitors
Stand number

Name of the exhibitor

1

Nuertingen-Geislingen University

2

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO)

3

BVVG Bodenverwertungs- und -verwaltungs GmbH

4a

Federal Association DEULA e.V.

4b

DEULA-Nienburg GmbH

5

California Business Associates, LLC

6

The Regional Rural Development Standing Working Group
(SWG) in South Eastern Europe

7

Ekosem Agrarprojekte GmbH

8

Apex-Brasil Brussels-Europe

9

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(GIZ) GmbH

10

AHT Group AG

11

ICON Institute GmbH & Co. KG

12

AFC Agriculture and Finance Consultants GmbH

13

GFA Consulting Group GmbH

14

IAK Agrar Consulting GmbH

15

Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL)

16

Johann Heinrich von Thünen-Institute

17

SGS – Institut Fresenius

18

ADT Project Consulting GmbH

19

RIELA Getreidetechnik Karl-Heinz Knoop e.K.

20

GRIMME Landmaschinenfabrik GmbH & Co. KG

21

PÖTTINGER Landtechnik GmbH

22

John Deere GmbH & Co. KG

23

Arla Foods Deutschland GmbH

24

Indigo Ag, Inc.

Overview of Start-ups
Stand number

Name of the Start-up

SU 1

Vegshelf UG (haftungsbeschränkt) i.Gr.

SU 2

cropspot GmbH

SU 3

PIELERS GmbH

SU 4

FarmHedge Ltd

SU 5

asurveyor.com

SU 6

Foodsupply FS GmbH

SU 7

dropnostix GmbH

SU 8

Agrometrics Inc.
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