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Without a clean water supply for farmland there can be no food security. Achieving sustainable 
agriculture to accomplish UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 – end hunger -, while 
significantly contributing to SDG 6 – availability of clean water - , is worth fighting for.  
 
In less than four decades, there will be 9 billion mouths to feed, in a world with limited freshwater 
resources, and the need to satisfy other societal and environmental water needs.  
 
On top of the unprecedented population pressure, climate change will have effects on global and 
local water distribution and increase extreme weather events, such as floods and droughts. That 
could threaten vulnerable agriculture systems all over the world, facing new water supply and water 
quality challenges.  
 
Sustainable water management, as targeted by SDG 6, requires an agriculture able to enhance 
farming productivity while reducing effect on its availability and quality.   
 
These developments require a rethink of how water management for agriculture fits in sustainable 
development strategies, globally. Already strides are being made in tackling this issue.  
 
Aside from investments to decrease the vulnerability of agriculture sectors in developing countries, 
ways have to be found to improve yields maximizing resource efficiency, by optimising water 
(irrigation, recycling) and chemical inputs use . Drought-tolerant crops and IT-based technology and 
forecasting systems must play a role.  
 
These and other measures should be integrated in and consistent with medium- to long-term water 
management planning strategies, nationally and locally. 
 
Phil Hogan, European Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development will host this 
ministerial level debate. It will feature a roundtable policy discussion between ministers in the midst 
of the audience – using the "centre court" format. This panel focuses on an active engagement with 
all participants and the audience with the aim of identifying appropriate policy responses and best 
practice examples in view of tackling enormous global challenge of water and sustainable 
agriculture.  
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